Quigley Moves to Protect Cancer Patients from DC Abortion Ban
Thursday, 19 July 2012 08:49

WASHINGTON — Today, U.S. Representative Mike Quigley (IL-05) moved to protect cancer
patients from an effort which would otherwise ban all abortions in the District of Columbia (DC)
after twenty weeks of pregnancy with extremely limited exceptions.

“My legislation would ensure that women have access to the care they need during what is
often the most difficult decision and most challenging time of their lives,” said Rep. Quigley.
“The extreme agenda pushed by anti-choice advocates completely ignores the health interests
of cancer patients, whose ability to undergo lifesaving treatments, including chemotherapy, can
be hindered by pregnancy.”

Rep. Quigley introduced an amendment to the District of Columbia Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act (H.R. 3803) that creates an exemption for cancer patients seeking abortion
services in DC. The bill was considered today by the Judiciary Committee, on which Rep.
Quigley serves. Unfortunately, the amendment was not approved and H.R. 3803 will move
forward without protections for cancer patients. To read Rep. Quigley's speech against this bill,
click here

H.R. 3803 imposes federal restrictions against women seeking reproductive care in the District
of Columbia after twenty weeks of pregnancy. Several states have similar laws, which do not
include exceptions for cases of rape, incest, or fatal fetal anomaly, posing a serious threat to
women's lives, health, and potentially their ability to have children in the future.
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